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could do in the way of hardening the minds of masters.
An English Dissenting minister, the Rev. John Smith,
was accused of inciting the slaves to insurrection.   He
was put in prison ; he was  made to stand  a trial,
which by its utter disregard of all the rules of evidence
was itself an act of lawlessness ; he was found guilty
and sentenced  to  death.    The  court  martial which
tried him accompanied its judgment with a recom-
mendation for mercy ; but while some of the planters
were   humanely   urging   that   the   recommendation
ought to be carried out, and others were insisting
that the case of the poor minister afforded an oppor-
tunity for a stern example, to warn off other aboli-
tionists, the missionary himself died from the effects
of the imprisonment and the hard treatment he had
received.    The news of this death created a profound
sensation in England.   Brougham, Mackintosh, Lush-
ington and other philanthropists stirred up the feeling
of Englishmen to indignation.    The Government were
compelled by the force of public opinion to reverse
the  sentence of the court martial;   and  even  when
they  had   made  this   inevitable   concession   to   the
common feeling, Brougham went very near to carry-
ing a resolution in the House of Commons denouncing
the whole conduct of the trial.

A great meeting was held in London to agitate
for the complete abolition of Slavery throughout all
the British Colonies. Brougham brought on the whole
question in the House of Commons and introduced a
motion on the general subject of Slavery. Fowell
Buxton did the same thing in the following session,
and at last the Government began to feel that they